Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https://archive.org/details/familylineofedwaOOcoal 


llen  county  pub 


3  1833  021 


!C 


71 


BRA 


RY 


340  6 


r: 


Gc  929.2  C674CW 


Coale,  Willis  Branson,  18S 
Family  line  of  Edward  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Moore)  Coale 

_ _ 


FAMILY  LINE 


of 

EDWARD  AND  SARAH  .ANN  (MOORE)  COALE 

A  Centennial  Review:  1855-1955 


Contents 


Photograph  -  Edward  Coale  Family,  1905 

Part  I  Chart:  A  Century  of  Descendants 

Fart  II  Story  of  the  Marriage  in  1855  and 
of  Later  Married  Life;  with  a 
Survey  of  Descendants 

Part  III  List  of  Adult  Descendants  Established 
in  Occupation  or  Home 


by 

Willis  B.  Coale  (Farts  I,  II,  III) 
A.  Vernon  Coale  (Part  I) 


Prepared  for  private  distribution 
Peoria,  Illinois 
June  1955 


■2S«“- 


PHOTOGRAPH 


Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  Coale 
together  with 

Families  of  Descendants,  June,  1905 


Adults  standing  (left  to  right) 


Children  at  front 


Edgar  Coale 
Elenora  (Coale) 
.Anderson  Brown 
Luella  Coale 
Willis  Coale 
Annis  Coale 


Brown  O'Nonie") 


Vera  Coale 
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Margaret  Brown 
Ina  Flansburg 
Ernest  Flansburg 
Lyle  Flansburg 
Clarence  Flansburg 
Vernon  Coale 
Florence  Coale 


Adults  seated 

Elzena  (Moreland)  Coale 
Edwin  Flansburg 

Elizabeth  (Coale)  Flansburg  (nIbbie") 

Eduard  Coale 

Sarah  Ann  (Moore)  Coale 

Arthur  Coale 

Laura  (Branson)  Coale 


Family  not  in  picture 

Ellis  Coale 
Grace  (Rowley)  Coale 
Edna  Ccale 
Herbert  Coale 
Charlotte  Coale 
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STORY  OF  THE  MARRIAGE  OF  EDWARD  COALE 
AND  SARAH  ANN  MOORE 


Account  of  a  union  established  a  century  ago 
and  of  its  continuance  through  the  years 


Only  rareljr  is  the  story  of  a  marriage  of  the  past  long  held  in  mind 
after  the  primary  participants  are  gone.  Newer  generations  are  more  concerned 
with  the  persons  and  the  affairs  of  their  own  time,  even  though  tradition  may 
preserve  a  few  tales  of  the  once  all-important  event. 

e 

Occasionally,  however,  the  memory  of  a  marital  union  may  longer  be 
treasured,  partly  because  of  the  impress  of  the  chief  characters  on  their 
associates,  and  partly  because  records  of  the  pertinent  facts  happen  to  have 
been  preserved.  For  such  reasons  the  story  can  be  told  today  of  the  marriage 
on  June  21,  1855,  of  Edward  Coale  and  Sarah  Ann  Moore. 


I 

The  background  setting  of  the  event  was  the  pioneer  neighborhood  of 
Maple  Grove,  near  Huntington  in  northeastern  Indiana — an  area  inhabited  by 
friendly  Miami  Indians,  and  still  called  "the  backwoods"  by  people  in  longer 
settled  parts  of  the  state  to  the  south. 

The  marriage  of  Edward  Goale  and  Sarah  Ann  Moore  was  noteworthy  from 
a  number  of  points  of  view.  Interest  among  people  of  the  neighborhood  was 
widespread,  partly  because  this  was  a  double  wedding.  It  meant  change  in  the 
life  of  several  different  homes.  For  in  a  dual  ceremony  there  occurred  the 
union  of  Sarah  Ann  with  Edward,  and  also  that  of  Sarah  Ann’s  older  sister 
Guli  Elma  Moore,  with  Edx^ard’s  cousin  and  close  friend  George  Mason. 

The  marriage  brought  together  two  foremost  family  names  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  Moores  had  been  among  the  leaders  in  founding  this  Quaker  set¬ 
tlement  near  the  Wabash  River  18  years  earlier.  The  Coales  had  come  more  re¬ 
cently  from  the  older  Quaker  center  in  Richmond,  Indiana —  at  the  end  of  the 
Cumberland  Road,  bringing  with  them  a  measure  of  its  intellectual  and  relig¬ 
ious  vigor. 

The  heritage  of  the  new  family  was  derived  from  an  ancestry  character¬ 
ized  by  unusual  social  usefulness  and  by  strong  personal  character,  Elizabeth 
(Morris)  Moore,  mother  of  Sarah  Ann,  is  said  to  have  been  recognized  as  the 
neighborhood  authority  in  sickness.  She  went  everywhere  with  her  herbal 
remedies  and  her  home-tested  practices,  in  a  locality  where  professional  med¬ 
ical  service  was  difficult  to  obtain. 

Mary  (Mason)  Coale,  mother  of  Edward,  had  long  been  a  leader  in  the 
organized  activity  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers.  During  her  earlier 
years  back  in  southeastern  Pennsylvania  she  had  been  clerk  or  secretary  of 
the  local  Meeting,  while  Edward’s  father  had  been  an  elder.  In  her  later 
life  she  traveled  in  Indiana  and  elsewhere,  giving  guidance  to  local  Meetings. 
Her  character  was  marked  by  strong  moral  and  religious  convictions. 
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II 

The  story  of  the  marital  union  itself  will  perhaps  hold  central  inter¬ 
est  in  the  minds  of  most  persons  today.  The  tale  opens  with  a  glimpse  of  the 
beginnings  of  acquaintance  between  Edward  and  Sarah  An n.  It  was  in  the  year 
1850  that  Edward,  then  a  lad  of  17,  arrived  with  his  recently  widowed  mother 
in  Maple  Grove,  where  they  took  a  farm  that  had  been  previously  operated  by 
other  members  of  the  family.  During  the  following  winter  months  lively  young 
Edward  attended  classes  in  the  log  school  house,  and  here  he  first  came  to 
know  shy,  quiet  Sarah  Ann,  then  only  twelve  years  old. 

No  other  details  of  their  relationship  at  this  stage  are  revealed  to 
us.  But  we  do  know  that  in  the  neighborhood,  there  were  gatherings,  as  at 
wood  choppings  and  at  the  Lyceum  or  literary  society,  where  the  more  mature 
young  people  could  meet.  It  was  common  for  the  boys  to  ask  the  privilege  of 
taking  the  girls  home. 

Three  or  four  years  after  the  coming  of  Edward  and  his  mother  to  Maple 
Grove,  they  moved  from  the  farm  to  a  new  site  where  he  took  over  the  operation 
of  a  steam  sawmill.  Only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  across  rolling  wooded  land, 
stood  the  two-story,  brick  house  of  Thomas  Moore,  father  of  Sarah  Ann  and  Guli 
Elma. 


Soon  young  Edward,  now  22  years  old,  and  his  cousin  George  Mason 
were  calling  regularly  on  the  two  sisters.  After  a  seemingly  accidental  switch 
of  partners  at  one  of  the  meetings,  Edward  knew  he  had  found  his  choice  in 
Sarah  Ann.  Only  a  very  few  more  visits  were  made  before  he  "popped  the  ques¬ 
tion".  The  spot  was  the  little  south  portico  where  he  commonly  was  received. 
Sarah  Ann,  only  recently  past  her  seventeenth  birthday,  demurred  because  of 
her  youth,  but  this  seeming  barrier  could  not  long  stand  against  his  insis¬ 
tence.  The  time  of  the  engagement  was  probably  the  spring  of  1855. 

The  wedding  was  not  to  take  place  before  autumn,  according  to  first 
plans.  However,  sister  Guli  Elma  and  cousin  George  were  expecting  to  be 
married  in  the  early  part  of  summer.  Sarah  Ann,  when  asked  by  her  sister 
concerning  the  intentions  of  herself  and  Ed,  replied  in  jest  that  the  time 
was  to  be  June.  .And,  fun  leading  to  serious  thought,  arrangements  for  a 
double  wedding  were  soon  made. 

The  two  couples,  following  Quaker  custom,  handed  in  to  the  clerk  of 
the  local  Meeting  their  declaration  of  intention  of  marriage.  A  committee 
formally  investigated  the  matter;  and  a  date  for  the  ceremony  was  set,  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  young  folks. 

The  costuming  for  the  wedding  reflected  the  gayer  side  of  preparation 
for  the  event.  The  sisters  were  attired  in  dresses  of  beautiful,  pale  sky 
blue  silk,  with  fringe -trimmed  scarfs  of  the  material  draped  around  the 
shoulders,  and  they  carried  lovely  fans.  The  only  particular  in  the  attire 
of  the  men,  about  which  there  is  knowledge  today,  was  the  fine,  white,  double- 
breasted  cotton  waistcoat  worn  by  Edward,  with  its  fancy  embossed  figuring 
and  its  broad,  rolled  lapels. 

The  place  of  the  wedding  was  the  new  meeting  house — of  frame  con¬ 
struction  and  sawed  boards — that  had  been  erected  only  a  year  or  two  earlier 
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b y  the  Maple  Grove  Friends.  This  building  was  located  directly  across  the 
road  from  the  log  school  house  where  formerly  they  had  met.  The  simple 
dignity  of  the  structure  and  its  adaptation  to  religious  use  enhanced  the 
impressiveness  of  any  meetings  held  within  its  walls,  whether  for  worship  or, 
as  in  the  present  case,  for  marriage. 

The  hour  set  for  the  ceremony  was  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The 
relatives  and  friends — about  70  in  number — had  already  taken  their  places  in 
the  meeting  house  when  the  wedding  group  arrived,  riding  in  the  carriage  of 
Edward’s  mother.  The  party,  including  the  two  couples,  their  parents  and 
their  attendants,  entered  the  building  and  took  seats  on  benches  facing  the 
expectant  assembly.  (The  place  for  the  fathers  of  the  two  grooms  was  vacant, 
each  of  these  elders  being  deceased.) 

The  ceremony  was  conducted,  according  to  Quaker  practice,  without  the 
aid  of  officiating  minister  and  in  an  atmosphere  of  simple,  quiet  worship. 

While  all  sat  in  silence  for  a  period  of  perhaps  half  an  hour,  each  person 
might  seek,  as  he  saw  fit,  light  and  guidance  from  the  Divine  Presence  in  the 
solemn  affair  at  hand. 

Then  followed  the  more  formal  rites — the  speaking  of  the  marriage  vows, 
first  by  George  and  Guli  Elmaj  then  by  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann.  The  groom  look¬ 
ed  with  questioning  eyes  at  the  bride,  and  if  she  was  ready  they  rose  and 
stood  with  joined  hands. 

The  words  spoken  by  Edward  were:  ’’Friends,  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
and  before  this  assembly  I  take  thee,  Sarah  Ann  Moore,  to  be  my  wife,  promis¬ 
ing  with  divine  assistance  to  be  unto  thee  a  loving  and  faithful  husband  until 
death  shall  separate  us.”  Then  Sarah  Ann  said  likewise:  "Friends,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  and  before  this  assembly,  I  take  thee,  Edward  Goale,  to 
by  my  husband,  promising  with  divine  assistance  to  be  unto  thee  a  loving  and 
faithful  wife  until  death  shall  separate  us." 

When  all  were  again  seated,  the  elegantly  handwritten  marriage  certi¬ 
ficate  was  placed  before  the  contracting  parties  for  their  signatures.  After 
the  departure  of  the  wedding  party  the  members  of  the  assembly  came  forward 
and  signed  as  witnesses  in  the  long  columns  provided  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sheet.  Thus  a  permanent  record  was  made  of  the  adult  persons  present. 

The  wedding  ceremony  was  followed  by  a  dinner  and  social  afternoon  at 
the  home  of  the  two  brides.  Later  there  was  festivity  in  several  other  homes, 
including  those  of  Edward’s  mother  and  of  his  older  brother  Benjamin,  who 
lived  on  a  nearby  farm. 


Ill 

But  soon  there  must  ensue  the  serious,  hard  business  of  daily  living. 
Sarah  Ann  took  up  her  routine  duties  with  Edward  and  his  mother  in  the  house 
near  the  sawmill.  The  work  was  heavy,  for  the  mill  hands  had  to  be  regularly 
fed  and  the  housekeeping  was  conducted  according  to  strict  standards. 

After  a  few  years  the  mill  operation  was  given  up.  Soon  thereafter 
(1868)  the  family,  now  including  four  children,  made  a  major  change.  Urged  on 


by  the  pioneer  spirit  still  persistent  on  the  frontier,  they  determined  to 
go  farther  west.  The  destination  was  Benjaminville  (often  called  Bentown) 
near  Bloomington  in  north  central  Illinois.  Here  new  land  was  being  opened 
for  settlement  at  low  cost,  and  a  Quaker  community  was  already  flourishing. 

The  Meeting  had  been  formally  established  in  1852,  To  this  flat,  treeless 
place  the  family  transported  by  rail  from  Indiana  their  possessions  and  also 
lumber  for  use  in  erecting  the  first  buildings. 

Cn  the  farm  in  Illinois  two  more  children  were  bom.  2h  the  course 
of  time  resources  were  modestly  increased  and  younger  members  of  the  family 
grew  up  to  take  their  part  in  helping  on  the  land  and  in  the  house.  Circum¬ 
stances  then  permitting  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  to  leave  home,  they  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively  in  the  West,  and  spent  four  or  five  of  their  later  winters  in  south¬ 
ern  California,  where  two  of  their  children  had  resettled. 

In  1906  the  couple  retired  from  the  farm  and  two  years  afterward  built 
their  final  home  in  the  nearby  village  of  Holder.  In  1914  the  end  of  life 
came  for  Edward,  then  81  years  old.  Two  years  later  Sarah  Ann  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  78. 


IV 

The  story  has  now  been  told  of  this  marriage  a  century  ago  and  of  re¬ 
lated  happenings  before  and  after  the  time  of  the  central  event.  Some  account 
is  yet  to  be  added  of  the  kind  of  life  that  characterized  the  nearly  60  years 
of  wedded  union  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  Coale  and  that  has  left  a  heritage 
for  later  generations.  The  breadth  and  depth  of  the  impress  of  their  lives — 
not  easily  to  be  summarized — is  perhaps  best  revealed  in  a  review  of  signifi¬ 
cant  activities  and  traits  appearing  in  the  history  of  the  family. 

The  basic  pioneer  effort  to  make  a  living  was  dominant  during  the 
earlier  years,  as  the  couple  strove  to  make  the  most  of  a  reluctant  natural 
environment.  At  the  mill  in  Indiana  the  logs  had  to  be  hauled  in  by  oxen  and 
to  be  cut  by  steam-generated  power  into  lumber,  and  the  product  must  be  mar¬ 
keted,  sometimes  by  way  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  to  a  distance  as  great 
as  a  hundred  miles.  Yet  the  rewards  from  operation  of  the  enterprise  became 
more  and  more  discouraging. 

On  the  prairie  in  Illinois  the  raw,  barren  land  could  only  slowly  be 
turned  into  fertile  field  and  garden;  and  the  meager  returns  were  supplemented 
during  several  years  by  income  from  grain  threshing  expeditions  into  parts  of 
the  state  lying  some  distance  from  home.  Requirements  of  the  struggle  for 
existence  naturally  reinforced  the  traditional  Quaker  emphasis  on  plain,  tem¬ 
perate  living. 

Notwithstanding  the  necessity  of  hard  work,  a  place  was  always  found 
for  intellectual  and  social  culture.  Interest  was  strong  in  all-around  edu¬ 
cation  in  and  out  of  school.  In  Indiana,  Edward  was  devoted  to  the  Lyceum, 
meeting  in  the  log  school  house,  where  he  took  part  frequently  in  keen  de¬ 
bate  and  in  the  spirited  discussion  of  public  affairs.  His  concern  was  deep, 
for  example,  in  the  temperance  cause.  The  practice  of  reading  was  deemed  im¬ 
portant,  and  into  the  home  there  came  from  time  to  time  a  circulating  book 
collection,  called  the  Bluff  Library,  which  was  kept  in  its  own  case  with 
shelves. 
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In  Illinois  Edward  joined  other  community  leaders  in  the  activities  of 
a  local  unit  of  the  Grange — a  national  fraternal  order  devoted  to  the  social 
and  economic  benefit  of  rural  life.  His  support  was  given  also  to  a  kind  of 
informal  high  school  project  which,  during  several  winters,  offered  to  neigh¬ 
borhood  farm  youth  good  courses  in  many  subjects,  such  as  grammar,  geometry, 
zoology  and  astronomy. 

The  outstanding  contribution  of  Edward  Goale  was  in  the  field  of  re¬ 
ligious  affairs.  In  the  local  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Benjamin- 
ville  he  was  the  recognized  minister  from  1881  until  the  close  of  his  career. 
He  gave  of  his  time  freely,  and  served,  according  to  Quaker  practice,  without 
financial  compensation. 

The  neighborhood  Friends  gathered  each  "Firstday"  or  Sunday  morning 
for  worship  under  his  guidance.  The  place  was  the  stately,  white  meeting 
house — with  its  long,  inviting  porch  across  the  front— in  a  quiet  setting  of 
broad  lawn  and  clustering  maple  trees.  Here  Edward  sought  by  means  of  earnest 
words  to  reveal  to  his  hearers  his  own  sense  of  that  Inner  Light  which  lights 
every  man  who  comes  into  the  world $  his  belief  in  man's  need  to  guide  himself 
under  God’s  free  grace,  not  under  any  set  ecclesiastical  law;  and  his  under¬ 
standing  of  other  principles  of  spiritual  truth.  And  at  the  beginning  and 
close  of  the  hour,  as  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  and  other  elder  members  sat  with 
bowed  heads  in  seats  facing  the  assembly,  they  gave  silent  example  to  other 
Friends  who  might  also  be  bowed  in  devoutness  of  heart. 

A  highlight  of  every  year  was  the  attendance  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann 
at  the  "Yearly  Meeting"  of  the  Illinois  Society  of  Friends,  held  in  September 
at  Clear  Creek,  a  community  to  the  north  in  Putnam  County.  During  the  pro¬ 
gram,  continuing  a  full  week,  Edward  was  an  active  leader.  His  popularity 
was  strong  among  the  younger  Friends,  who  liked  to  have  him  speak  at  their 
own  meetings.  Today,  some  of  these  former  young  folks,  now  older  members  at 
Clear  Creek,  enjoy  recalling  their  association  with  the  beloved  visiting 
minister. 

A  wider  outlet  for  Edward’s  religious  interest  was  his  activity  for 
many  years  as  chairman  of  the  Illinois  committee  on  isolated  Friends.  For 
this  work  he  was  well  adapted  by  reason  of  his  quickness  in  making  himself  at 
home  in  new  groups  and  his  conviction  concerning  the  worthwhileness  of  the 
faith  which  he  represented.  He  traveled  widely,  sometimes  with  Sarah  Ann, 
seeking  to  encourage  the  religious  life  of  Friends  who  had  become  scattered 
through  many  parts  of  the  great  West.  .Among  states  visited  were  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  Wyoming  and  New  Mexico.  In  some  places  he  conducted  formal  meetings 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  renewed  spiritual  experience. 

During  the  later  winters  spent  in  southern  California,  Edward  gave 
leadership  in  what  was  perhaps  the  culminating  work  of  his  active  career. 

In  the  city  of  Pasadena  he  was  invited  to  aid  in  home  meetings  sponsored  by 
a  local  woman  of  means.  These  gatherings,  growing  in  strength,  eventuated  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Orange  Grove  Friends’  Meeting,  which  has  continued 
active  into  recent  years. 

A  chief  secret  of  the  impress  of  the  life  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  on 
other  people  lay  in  the  warmth  and  sincerity  of  their  human  associations. 

From  Sarah  Ann  there  radiated  a  quiet  spirit  of  helpfulness  and  of  concern 
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for  the  welfare  of  others — whether  children,  grandchildren,  other  relatives, 
or  friends.  Despite  the  handicap  of  a  hearing  impairment,  induced  by  severe 
illness  soon  after  the  time  of  migration  to  Illinois,  she  knew  how  to  make 
herself  part  of  more  intimate  social  groups.  In  the  home  her  beaming  face 
ever  won  the  heart  of  visitors.  And  in  the  serving  of  appetizing  food  at 
table  she  found  special  happiness.  She  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Edward’s  way  with  people  was  more  direct.  He  won  friendship  partly  by 
his  quick,  hearty  handshake  and  by  a  never  failing  sense  of  humor.  With  young¬ 
er  folks  he  endeared  himself  by  his  good-natured  teasing.  Youngsters  expected 
to  have  their  faces  forcibly  washed  under  the  pump  spout  as  they  were  held 
squirming  under  his  arm.  They  were  half  puzzled  when  he  insisted  that  "p-i-g" 
spelled  "hog"  or  that  "b-o-y"  spelled  "girl". 

The  high  point  in  the  social  life  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  was  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary  in  June,  1905.  On  the  afternoon 
of  the  celebration  a  large  number  of  friends  and  relatives  (175)  gathered  to 
express  their  respect  and  affection  for  the  couple.  Several  came  from  outside 
the  state  (13) ,  and  many  others  came  from  outside  the  neighborhood  (45) .  In 
Edward’s  formal  remarks,  as  he  surveyed  the  evidence  of  the  friendly  fruitage 
of  the  years,  he  spoke  of  his  heart  too  full  for  words,  like  a  jug  inverted 
that  cannot  freely  pour.  And  he  expressed  his  pleasure  in  the  presence  of 
friends  from  many  places  and,  in  particular,  of  neighbor  friends  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith. 

In  the  home,  reading  and  discussion  were  central  interests.  Part  of 
the  evening  routine  was  perusal  of  the  Bloomington  "Pantagraph" — a  daily  news¬ 
paper  distinctive  then  as  today  for  its  thoughtful  presentation  of  local, 
national  and  world  affairs.  Regularly  read  was  the  "Friends’  Intelligencer" — 
a  national  journal  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  the  small  personal  library, 
kept  on  the  upper  shelves  of  the  tall,  walnut  "secretary",  the  most  tattered 
book  was  a  copy  of  the  Bible.  A  secondary  volume  was  the  "Journal"  of  George 
Fox,  in  which  was  vigorously  expounded  the  spiritual  experience  of  the  found¬ 
er  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

With  more  thoughtful  visitors  Edward  loved  to  sit  and  converse  concern¬ 
ing  subjects  dear  to  his  heart — his  belief  in  God  as  spirit,  not  individuality; 
his  conviction  that  essential  religion  consists  in  life  not  creedal  adherence; 
his  vision  of  the  merging  of  diverse  religious  groups  in  one  basic  faith. 

A  special  diversion  in  the  home  was  the  enjoyment  of  music.  An  organ 
was  obtained,  for  use  by  the  children  while  they  still  were  young.  It  was 
the  first  instrument  of  the  kind  brought  into  a  Quaker  home  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  was  retained  there  despite  the  questioning  of  some  Friends  about  this 
departure  from  the  practice  of  plain  living. 

The  marital  life  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  was  marked  by  beautiful  com¬ 
panionship.  No  harsh  word  is  known  ever  to  have  been  spoken  between  them,  al¬ 
though  there  may  have  been  times  of  minor  vexation  of  spirit  and  of  sincere 
difference  of  opinion.  She  was  devoted  to  his  every  need  either  at  home  or 
as  they  traveled  together.  And  he,  from  the  beginning  when  he  took  her  to 
his  home,  a  "nice,  plump"  maiden  of  seventeen,  until  the  close  of  life,  when 
he  must  have  his  "Muddy"  near  him,  never  lost  his  romantic  attachment  for  her. 


Even  in  later  years  his  feeling  was  expressed  as  he  intoned  the  words,  "My 
Sally  am  the  girl  for  me . " 

At  the  end  of  life  each  was  happy  in  the  presence  of  friends  and  lov¬ 
ed  ones.  During  the  short  final  illness  of  Edward  at  the  home  in  Holder  he 
roused  himself  from  a  coma  to  remark  with  a  bit  of  oldtime  humor  to  a  friend 
of  differing  political  belief,  "We’ll  beat  the  Democrats  yet,"  and  at  another 
time  to  say  more  seriously,  "This  has  been  a  good  old  world.  Everybody  has 
been  good  to  me." 

The  end  for  Sarah  Ann  came  in  southern  California,  where  she  was  taken 
after  having  become  a  partial  invalid.  Here  she  was  re-united  with  a  sister 
and  with  the  families  of  two  children  dear  to  her  heart,  and  her  mind  at  the 
last  was  perfectly  content. 


V 

Today — a  hundred  years  since  the  union  was  established — only  a  few 
persons  remain,  who  can  feel  directly  the  spirit  springing  from  the  life  of 
Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  Coale.  Yet  the  effect  of  their  way  of  living  is  reflect¬ 
ed  in  the  traits  of  succeeding  generations. 

Among  the  widely  scattered  descendants  there  appears  the  persistent 
quality  of  strength  in  moral  purpose  and  seriousness  in  accepting  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  life.  Guiding  likewise  the  life  of  Edward  and  Sarah  .Ann  was  a 
principle,  declared  by  him  in  the  words:  "There  is  essential  Truth  in  the 
world  which  makes  its  voice  felt  as  that  of  duty  in  every  heart." 

Whatever  may  be  said  concerning  continuance  of  the  heritage  from  the 
united  life  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  Coale,  the  facts  as  to  the  generations  of 
descendants  springing  naturally  from  the  union  are  a  matter  of  clear  record. 

To  the  pair  were  born  six  children — Mary  Elizabeth,  (ibbie),  Arthur, 
Elenora  (Wonie),  Ellis,  Edgar,  and  Luella.  Two  of  these  are  still  living. 

The  list  of  all  descendants  during  the  century  includes  130  recorded 
names,  (There  probably  have  been  a  few  short-lived  infants  not  reported).  Of 
the  130  persons,  118  are  now  living.  The  12  deceased  comprise  four  children, 
five  grandchildren,  and  three  great  grandchildren.  Five  of  the  number  died 
as  infants.  The  four  deceased  first-generation  children  lived  to  ages  at  or 
near  the  marks  of  90,  70,  80,  and  50.  Of  the  two  children  yet  living,  one  is 
past  85,  the  other  past  70.  The  end  of  life  for  both  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann 
came,  it  will  be  recalled,  near  80  years  of  age.  The  element  of  longevity  in 
the  line  is  outstanding. 

The  number  in  the  complete  family  today  may  be  compared  with  the  num¬ 
ber  at  the  time  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  in  1905.  The  living  descendants 
then  comprised  only  20,  including  the  six  children  and  14  grandchildren. 

Absent  from  the  assembly  on  the  day  of  the  Golden  Wedding  celebration  were  one 
son  and  three  grand  children,  whose  home  uas  in  California.  Yet  Edward  could 
quip  to  his  Sally  Ann  as  they  surveyed  the  group  present,  "See  what  has  been 
brought  to  pass  by  one  little  spark." 
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The  number  in  the  whole  living  family  includes — in  addition  to  the 
two  children — 22  grandchildren,  48  great  grand child ren,  and  46  great-great 
grandchildren.  Despite  the  size  of  the  group  there  is  no  prospect  of  the 
longer  continuance  of  the  Coale  surname  in  the  Edward  Coale  line,  this  name 
not  being  held  by  any  of  the  younger  male  descendants.  However,  the  given 
name  !IGoale!I  distinguishes  one  great-great  grandson,  in  accordance  with  the 
time  honored  practice  of  thus  recognizing  a  respected  family  ancestry. 

Occupational  change  in  the  family  line  through  the  years  has  been 
great.  Edward  was  a  farmer  and  four  of  his  children  started  their  married 
lives  on  farms.  Among  the  48  descendants  who  are  of  adult  age— that  is,  be¬ 
yond  high  school  years,  only  one  man  is  a  farmer,  and  three  or  four  women  are 
wives  of  farmers. 

Among  the  48  adults,  slightly  more  than  half  are  housewives.  Three  of 
these  have  also  other  regular  occupational  interests.  Four  young  men  are,  or 
very  recently  have  been,  members  in  the  United  States  Armed  Forces.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  48  serve  in  a  great  variety  of  occupations,  including  semi¬ 
skilled,  technological,  commercial  and  artistic. 

The  descendant  group  is  distributed  in  many  parts  of  the  land — North, 
South  and  far  West.  Members  reside  in  Illinois  (35),  Iowa  (3),  Minnesota  (ll), 
Tennessee  (3),  Florida  (3),  Colorado  (5),  California  (57),  and  even  far-away 
Hawaii  (l) .  Despite  this  farflung  dispersal  the  ties  of  kinship  retain  a  fair 
degree  of  hold.  Bonds  are  renewed  from  time  to  time  by  correspondence  and  by 
visitation  among  members  in  all  six  branches  of  the  line,  despite  wide  geo¬ 
graphical  separation. 

In  central  Illinois  the  long  established  Coale  reunion  brings  togeth¬ 
er  annually  a  considerable  number  of  descendants  residing  in  this  area,  who 
represent  the  lines  of  Edward  Coale,  and  also  of  his  brothers  Benjamin  and 
Joshua.  The  Illinois  reunion  is,  as  far  as  known,  the  only  regular,  general 
Coale  gathering  held  in  the  Midwest  or  the  West,  This  traditional,  all-family 
assembly  dates  back,  in  idea,  probably  to  the  year  1879,  when  at  Benjamin 
Coalels  home  the  former  annual  Christmas  gatherings  were  started.  In  the  cur¬ 
rent,  vigorous  Coale  reunion  meetings  there  is  manifest  that  solidarity  to 
be  derived  in  part  from  cherished  memories  in  a  common  family  line. 
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Primary  Sources  of  Information  Used 

Account  of  Mason  and  Moore  ancestry,  by  Grace  Lacock  (daughter  of 
George  and  Gull  Elma  (Moore)  Mason;  assisted  in  description  of 
the  wedding  by  Rebecca  J.  Mason,  half-sister  of  George  Mason) 

Reminiscences  of  Edward  and  of  Sarah  Ann  Coale  (oral  statements  re¬ 
corded  by  Willis  B.  Coale,  grandson) 

Survey  of  descendants  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  Coale  (facts  gathered 
by  W.  B.  C.,  through  correspondence  and  visitation) 


Secondary  Sources 

Recollections  of  Luella  Parker  (daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann 
Coale) 

Recollections  of  W.  B.  C. 


Sources,  including  materials  and  observations,  used  for  certain  details 

Recollections  of  Arthur  Coale  (son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann) 

Recollections  of  Ellis  Coale  (son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann) 
Observation  of  Maple  Grove  region  by  W.  B.  C. 

(under  guidance  of  Martha  Land,  niece  of  George  Mason) 
Photographs  of  Maple  Grove  meeting  house 
History  of  Huntington  County,  Indiana,  1887 
Marriage  certificate  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  Coale 
Wedding  waistcoat  of  Edward 

Newspaper  account  of  the  Golden  Wedding  celebration,  in  Bloomington 
"Fanta graph" 

Autobiography  of  Elizabeth  H.  Coale  (sister-in-law  of  Edward) 


Descendants  Who  Are  Permanently  Established  in  Occupation 
(grouped  by  family  branches;  as  of  mid-year  1955) 


Name 

Ardell  Plansburg 
Parion  Plansburg 
Iha  (Flansburg)  Cowan 
Elizabeth  (Cowan)  Smith 
Edwin  Cowan 
Lyle  Flansburg 


Willis  Coale 
Annis  Coale 

Madeleine  (Bedell)  Weber 
Vernon  Bedell 
Lorraine  (Bedell) 
Clifford 

Juanita  (Bedell)  Trimble 
Vernon  Coale 

Florence  (Coale)  Johnson 
Eugene  Johnson 
Robert  Johnson 
Nary  Laura  Johnson 


Raymond  Brown 
.Ann  (Brown)  Gilmer 

Edward  Brown 
Elenora  (Brown)  Rader 


Ellis  Coale 

Ed.na  (Coale)  Schilling 
Elizabeth  ("Bessie") 
(Schilling)  Hatmaker 
Buster  Schilling 
Marie  (Schilling)  Cottle 
Herbert  Coale 
Ella  (Coale)  Buhr 
Verne  (Coale)  Ireland 
Charlotte  (Coale)  Barker 
William  Barker 
Jack  Barker 
Elizabeth  (Coale) 

Edmands 

Barbara  (Edmands) 
Blumhorst 

Lucille  (Coale)  Rowley 
Dorothy  (Coale)  Dana 


Occupation 


Farm  contractor;  mechanic 

Meteorologist 

Homemaker 

Homemaker;  music  teacher 

Machinist 

Shopkeeper 

#  *  % 

% 

Retired  teacher 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Assistant  sales  manager 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Landscape  architect; 

heraldic  artist 
Homemaker 
Printing  executive 
Printing  executive 
Teacher 


Farmer 

Homemaker;  savings  and 
loan  junior  officer 
Electric  meter  tester 
Homemaker 

«■  a  x 
a 

Retired  carpenter 
Homemaker;  city  clerk 

Homemaker 

Carpenter 

Homemaker 

School  campus  guard 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Earber 

Truck  driver 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 


Address 

Merced,  California 
Atwater,  California 
Caruthers,  California 
Taft,  California 
El  Segundo,  California 
Gardena,  California 


Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Peoria,  Illinois 
New  Lenox,  Illinois 
Peoria,  Illinois 

Lombard,  Illinois 
Burlington,  Iowa 

Atlantic  Beach,  Florida 
Pontiac,  Illinois 
Pontiac,  Illinois 
Pontiac,  Illinois 
Pontiac,  Illinois 


Sarasota,  Florida 

Sarasota,  Florida 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Arroyo  Grande,  California 
Arroyo  Grande,  California 

Napa,  California 
Arroyo  Grande,  California 
Arroyo  Grande,  California 
San  Anselmo,  California 
San  Anselmo,  California 
San  Anselmo,  California 
Arroyo  Grande,  California 
Oceano,  California 
Grover  City,  California 

Arroyo  Grande,  California 

San  Luis  Obispo,  California 

Napa,  California 

Arroyo  Grande,  California 


Descendants  Who  Are  Permanently  Established  in  Occupation  (Continued) 


Occupation 


Address 


Name 

Vera  (Coale)  Kantack 
Ho  (Kantack)  Pasbrig 
Arlis  (Kantack)  Wallace 
Frank  Coale 


Luella  (Coale)  Parker 
Mildred  (Parker)  Harris 
Esther  (Parker)  Creager 
Edward  (’'Tony’1)  Parker 
Ruth  (Parker)  McGath 
John  Parker 
Mary  (Parker)  Ihme 


Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Railroad  commercial  agent 
#  a  x 

# 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Homemaker 

Painter 

Homemaker 

Machinist 

Homemaker 

* 


Maple ton,  Minnesota 
Garden  City,  Minnesota 
Winnebago,  Minnesota 
Los  Angeles,  California 


Holder,  Illinois 
Bloomington,  Illinois 
Mt.  Pulaski,  Illinois 
Holder,  Illinois 
Normal,  Illinois 
Holder,  Illinois 
Englewood,  Colorado 


Immediate  Paternal  Ancestry 


Of  Edward  Coale  1833-1914 

Father  -  Samuel  Coale  1791-1849 

Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana 
Grandfather  -  Samuel  Coale  1753-1832 
Maryland 

Of  Sarah  Ann  Moore  1838-1916 

Father  -  Thomas  Moore  1803-1875 
North  Carolina,  Indiana 
Grandfather  -  Thomas  Moore 

North  Carolina,  Indiana 


